
 

  

February 2018 

Message from the Administrative Team 
 

Happy New Year.  We hope you all enjoyed your holiday. 

  

We are off to a busy start for 2018.  The month of January has been about connecting to nature and being aware of our 

surroundings.  Our grades two, four and seven students learned about survival skills and our environment during their 

day at Milne Outdoor Education Centre.  Some of our grade 6 students went to Lake St George for a two night, three 

day adventure that gave them the opportunity to connect with nature and their environment, as well as build leadership, 

teamwork and collaborative skills.  Although the inclement weather day brought them back at bit early, they had many 

positive experiences to share. The remainder of the grade six students will have an opportunity to go in February. 

  

We had our first Gathering Under One Tree for 2018 and it was a wonderful time sharing dinner with our neighbours 

and friends.  The focus of our “Circle discussion” was technology use with our children.  Many great ideas were shared 

through our own experiences as well as some research based strategies to try.  We definitely learned many things from 

each other. It was wonderful to meet and see one another and have some “social time” to break up the January “blues”. 

  

On February 2nd, we have a professional development day.  Our professional focus will be extending our knowledge of 

teaching and assessing mathematics.  We will also be reviewing how we monitor how our students are doing as mathe-

maticians. 

All of our students will be participating in Winter Activity Day on February 1st.  Our students in grades 6 – 8 will be 

going skiing at Skyloft.  Our students in grades 4 and 5 will be going to Harbourfront in downtown Toronto for some 

art activities and skating.  Our primary students are spending a day at Willowgrove Farm and our kindergarten students 

will be having their own Winter Activity Day at Armadale.  As well, the Junior Regional Coed Volleyball Tournament 

takes place on this day so some of our students will be staying behind to help with this tournament.  We are hoping our 

junior team will make it to the regional championship but first we have to make it through the area finals. 

In order for students to fully benefit from the instructional day, they need to be at school and on time.  As a challenge 

for 2018, we would like to encourage punctuality and regular attendance. Your support in achieving this is critical and 

is directly related to your child’s learning. Please remember to contact the office prior to 8:30am if your child will 

be absent or late. The only safe arrival method is through the office as classroom teachers may be absent or not check 

a message until later in the day. Thank you for helping us to ensure all students are safe. 

  

We feel it is important that we remind our community again about our safety concerns in the parking lot at the school.  

We recently had an incident where two students were nearly hit by a car while running to a parent vehicle parked in the 

teachers’ parking lot. Just recently in the news a kindergarten student was killed as a result of a parent vehicle during 

dismissal in the parking lot.  We do not want a tragic outcome like this to occur at Armadale.  Student safety is our first 

priority and we need your help to ensure the safety of all students. Please do not use the teachers’ parking lot as a drop 

off or pick up location for children. 

The “Kiss and Ride” program is a safe method for drop off and pick up of children.   Drop off your children safely in 

the designated areas. Say goodbye at the curb and let them go into our supervised school grounds. If you want to go 

with them, please only park on the street in the designated areas and then walk to the supervised grounds.  As we are a 

designated “walking school”, a second option is to walk to school.  We have noticed many of our families are choosing 

to walk and are reaping the many health benefits of this choice.  Thank you for your support with this challenge. 

If you chose to drive: 

Please slow down and watch out for all our children.   

Please be courteous towards one another and school staff - Your children are watching what you do. Your children 

are learning from you.  

 

Thank you to all those who do this already. I urge us all to always be mindful of our actions. Together we can help 

everyone begin and end the day at our school safely and happily. 

  

If you have any questions or concerns, please stop by the office.  

 

Janet Giberson          Helen Ou-Hingwan 
Principal           Vice Principal 

 

Principal 
Janet Giberson 

 

Vice-Principal 
Helen Ou-Hingwan 

 
 Superintendent 

Camille Logan 
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Trustee 

Juanita Nathan 

(416) 969-8131 

 
Important Dates: 
 
Jan. 26—Pizza Session 1 ENDS 

Feb. 1—Milk Session 1 ENDS 

Pizza Session 2 BEGINS 

Feb. 1—Winter Activity Day 

Feb. 2—PA Day, NO SCHOOL 

Feb. 5—Milk Session 2 BE-

GINS 

Feb. 14— Bake Sale 

Feb. 14—Valentine’s Day  

Feb. 15—Report Cards Go Home 

Feb. 15—Chat Time 1:30-3PM 

Feb 16.—Lunar New Year 

Feb. 19—Family Day, NO SCHOOL 

Feb. 21– School Council 4-5:30PM 

Feb. 23—Celebration Assembly 
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Do you know Armadale Public School has its own twitter handle? 

Download the twitter app today or visit twitter.com and follow 

@ArmadalePS to keep up with current events and all important dates at 

our school. 

Message From Our Trustee 

 

With report cards coming home, this is a good time of year to review your child’s progress and to set goals for the rest of t he school year. 

  

As trustees, our goals are set out in the Board Multi-Year Plan. In the coming months, trustees will be reviewing and updating this plan. This 

process will include opportunities for public input, and trustees will be out in the communities talking about this. More information will be 

shared about this in the spring.   

  

Developing and reviewing the Multi-Year Plan is just one of our responsibilities as publicly elected officials. Trustee responsibilities also 

include hiring the Director of Education, setting Board policies and the annual budget, and communicating with the public. 

  

This is a good time to learn more about the role of trustees with the next municipal election taking place later this year on October 22, 2018. 

York Region District School Board has 12 trustees, elected by ratepayers. As a trustee, listening and communicating with families is an im-

portant part of my role. Students, families and members of the public are welcome to attend and observe any public Board, Advisory or 

Board Committee meetings and to share their views with us on policy and Board governance.   

  

As we move into the second half of the year, I hope that you are seeing evidence of your child’s learning and progress, and f inding opportu-

nities to get involved in their learning and the life of the school. 

  

I wish you all the best for a successful second term. 

LUNAR NEW YEAR 

Chinese New Year in 2018 is on Friday, the 16th of February. 

According to the Chinese 12-year animal zodiac cycle, the Chinese year beginning in 2018 is the year of the Dog. Each Chinese 
zodiac year begins on Chinese New Year's Day. 

Dog years are believed to be the most unlucky for people born in previous years of the Dog. 

Chinese New Year, also known as the "Spring Festival" in modern Mainland China, is China's most important tradi-
tional festival, celebrated at the turn of the traditional lunisolar Chinese calendar, which consists of both Gregorian 
and lunar-solar calendar systems. Chinese New Year can begin anytime between late January and mid-February. 

TAMIL HERITAGE MONTH 

Tamil Heritage Month aims to celebrate the richness of the Tamil language and its literature, as 
well as to highlight the vibrant traditions, histories, arts, and cultures of Tamil Canadians. In addi-
tion, it seeks to recognize the significant contributions of Tamil Canadians in key areas of social, 
cultural, economic, and political spheres.  

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

During the month of February we deliberately reflect upon the legacy of African history in all its various 
forms, and we join all Canadians in celebrating Black History/African Heritage month. By contemplating 
on persons of African heritage, famous and not so famous, who have been of significant influence 
through their ideas, words and actions, we appreciate the place of African history in the history of the 
world.—Cecil Roach (Coordinating Superintendent, Equity & Community Services) 

“We may have all come on different ships, but we're in the same boat now.” - Martin Luther King, Jr. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/MYP-Goals.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Departments/Finance/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Roles-and-Responsibilities.aspx
https://www.amo.on.ca/AMO-Content/Municipal-101/Municipal-Elections.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/default.aspx


 

  

ELECTRONIC DEVICES/VALUABLES 

Parents who choose to provide their children with cell 

phones for emergencies before/after school, are asked to 

note that cell phones are not permitted to be used on 

school property between the hours of 8:15 a.m. and 3:00 

p.m. and are to be kept in the locked locker during instruc-

tional time. Students are not to use cameras at school. Stu-

dents who choose to bring items to school of value (both 

monetary and sentimental) that are not related to his/her 

programme, do so at their own risk. We recommend that 

parents ensure that students do not bring such items to 

school. The school or the YRDSB is not responsible for 

the repair or replacement of any such items. The use of 

iPods, smart phones, etc. is not allowed during instruc-

tional time or any time in the school, should parents allow 

children to bring them, unless directly 

supervised by the teacher, as per the Ap-

propriate Use of Technology Agreement.  

Messages for Students  

Our student population makes it virtually impossible to relay personal messages to students. Please ensure that your end-of-

day arrangements are clear BEFORE your child leaves for school.  

We recommend writing instructions in your child’s agenda, or send a note to your child’s teacher, especially for those studen ts in the 

younger grades. If you have to pick up your child earlier, please give yourself ample time to come to the school and sign your child out. 

Please expect that your child will be called only when you arrive at the school and not before.  

Please be aware that if you need to pick up your child early, you may not go to their classroom to pick them up, you must report to the office 

and we will call him/her down. If you wish to pick up your child during the lunch time, please pick up your child before1:15pm. If you wish 

to pick up your child after lunch, please pick up your child after 2:20 pm. We are not able to go out on the yard to look for your child when 

he/she is outside for the recess portion of the lunch.  

Thank you for your co-operation!  

WEATHER WATCH 

All students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 are expected to go out for every recess unless the 
principal decides that weather conditions are so poor that it would be detrimental for them to be out doors. 

Students are to come to school ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors up to 40 minutes after lunch. We always 
monitor the weather and, in extreme conditions e.g. wind chill; we keep the students indoors or shorten the recess 
breaks. Please make sure that your children are dressed properly for our invigorating winter days. It is advisable for 
students to bring extra pants and socks. A change is often necessary due to the wet and cold weather of the winter 
months. To avoid adding to our clothing collection in the Lost and Found, please be sure to label all articles of clothing. 
Boots, hats, mitts/gloves, scarves, and snow pants for the younger children will help make recess an enjoyable time. We 
often receive requests from parents asking us to keep their children indoors during recess times because they are not 
feeling well. Unfortunately, we do not have the staff or facilities to supervise students who are sick or still re-
covering from an illness. Students with heavy colds, etc., which are serious enough to prevent them from par-
ticipating in physical education, recesses or other outdoor activities, should remain at home until their condi-
tion improves. This will benefit the students concerned and prevent the spread of illness to others. Excep-
tions are made on an individual basis for children who may need to remain indoors for an extended period of 
time because of a physical condition or recovery from a serious illness or accident. In such cases, a letter from 
the doctor is required. 

“NEW YEAR” REMINDERS 
 

 

 

 
Edsby is going live for Attendance the second week of February.   

You must have an active Edsby account in order to enter your child’s 

absence.  If you do not have an account please see the instructions 

below or come to the office for support. 
 

What is Edsby? 

Copy the link and learn more:  

http://www.edsby.com/help/parents/ 

 

Setting up your account? 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/boarddocs/Pages/Non-YRDSB-Parents-Create-

Account.aspx 

 

Already have an account and want to add? 

Copy the link and learn how. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/boarddocs/Pages/YRDSB-Parents-Create-Account.aspx 

Have 

 you set up your  

Edsby Account?   



 

  

Kindergarten Registration to 

Commence January 19, 2018 
 

Kindergarten registration will commence on 

January 19, 2018 for the 2018-19 school year. 

Registration forms are available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. 

Children who turn four or five years old during 2018, live within the 

school boundary and whose parents are public school tax supporters will 

be eligible to register for kindergarten. A kindergarten information session 

for parents is being planned for this spring. For more information please 

visit the YRDSB website or contact your local school. 

Planning on Moving??  

Each year at this time we begin to plan our 
staffing and classes for the upcoming school 
year. It is important for us to know how many 
students to expect for Sep-
tember at Armadale Public 
School. If your children 
(grades JK to 8) will not be 
returning to our school in the 
fall, please inform the Ar-
madale Public School office as 
soon as possible.  

SAVE THE DATE 

March 7 — family movie 

night 

 

March 12-16 – march 

break (no school) 

 

March 30 — good Friday 

(no school) 

 

April 2 — easter Mon-

day (no School)  

 

 

When:  Wednesday, February 14, 2018 
 
Where:  Front centre hallway 
 
Time:  Morning and Lunch recess 
 
Cost:  Everything will be $1 
 
All proceeds will go to help support our Grade 8's and their 
Grad trip 

 

 

VISITORS 

 

 
Please note that it is YRDSB 

policy that all visitors must 

report to the office, sign in 

and receive a visitor’s sticker. This ensures that 

we are aware of who is in the building at any 

given time and is an important part of our 

safety protocols. At times, parents wish to go 

to a child’s classroom to drop off a lunch or 

special materials. We respectfully ask that you 

do not do this as it interrupts learning and de-

sensitizes everyone to unauthorized people in 

the building. If you do need to speak to your 

child, or have a special circumstance where 

they need to pick up something directly from 

you, please come to the office and we will 

make arrangements for your child to come 

down to meet you. Thank you all for your sup-

port in keeping our school environment safe 

and protecting learning time for all our stu-

dents.  

http://www.yrdsb.ca


 

  

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
 

 

Armadale Public School is accepting online payments through School 
Cash ONLINE! 

 

School Cash Online provides the following benefits: 

• A convenient fee payment option that saves time 

• Reduces paper 

•  No more need to send cash or cheques to school   

• A quick way to register. It takes less than 5 minutes to register. 

 

Parents that opt to participate will receive notification via email of student fees owed (both required and optional), and can make secure online pay-

ments by credit card or Interac and receive a receipt.  

 

To view a presentation about the program, go to http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/.  

 

Step 1: Register 

 

 Click on the School Cash Online button on our school’s website at http://armadale.ps.yrdsb.ca/  and select the “Get Started Today” button. 

 

Complete each of the three Registration Steps. 

 

*For Security Reasons your password requires 8 characters;   one uppercase letter,  one lowercase letter and a number. 

 

Step 2: Confirmation Email 
 

A registration confirmation email will be automatically forwarded to you.  Click on the link provided inside the email to confirm your email and 

School Cash Online account.  The confirmation link will open the School Cash Online site prompting you to sign into your account.  Use your email 

address and password just created with your account. 

 

 Step 3: Find Student 

NOTE: A STUDENT NUMBER IS REQUIRED  
 This step will connect your children to your account.  

 

Enter the School Board Name 

Enter the School Name 

Enter Your Child’s Student # and Last Name 

Select Continue 

On the next page confirm that you are related to the child, check in the Agree box and select Continue 

Your child has been added to your account   

 

Step 4: View Items or Add Another Student  
 

If you have more children, select “Add Another Student” option and repeat the steps above.  5 children can be added to one parent account. 

If you do not wish to add additional children, select “View Items For Students” option.  A listing of available items for purchase will be displayed. 

 

NEED HELP? 

If you require assistance, select the GET HELP option in the top right hand corner of the screen or contact School Cash 

Online – Parent Help Desk at 1-866-961-1803 or parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com.  

http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/
http://armadale.ps.yrdsb.ca/
mailto:parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com


 

  



 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   Jan. 31   

Pizza Session 2 

Begins 

1   Winter Activ-

ity Day 

2  PA Day 3 

4 5  Milk Session 2 

Begins 

6 7 8 9 

 

10 

11 12 13 14   15 

Report Cards Go 

Home 

 

 

Chat Time  

1:30-3pm 

16 

 

17 

18 19  Family Day 20 21 22 23 

Celebration As-

sembly 

24 

25 26 27 28 March 1 March 2 March 3 


